East Sacramento Improvement Association

Regular Monthly Board Meeting
East Sacramento Room
May 7, 2007
MINUTES
In attendance: Jim Collins, Mike Gunby, George Koufasimis,  Rick McWilliam, Paul Noble, Dick Ratliff, Knight Smart and Tricia Stevens
1. Jim Collins called the meeting to order at 5:40 PM.

2. MSC to approve the minutes of April 2, 2007.
3. Treasurer’s report (Rick McWilliam):
· We are $1,000 ahead of projections on donations.

· We are 10 members behind projections on new members, and only 340 of 400 old members have renewed to date.

· Expenses have run $900 over original estimates.

· Balancing higher expenses against increased income, we are about where we were projected to be.

· There is $7,400 in the ESIA checking account (including the $4,000 from UP)

Rick passed out flyers for Board members to use in recruiting new members.  He also promised to e-mail a written version of his report ASAP.  It was MSC to accept the Treasurer’s report as presented.

4. Jim asked for nominations for the Pope and Onion Awards.  The following were proposed for the Pope Award (name of person to submit writeup in parentheses):
· Water tank art (Rick)

· F65 entrance (Trish)

· East Sacramento Hardware (Knight)

· David Lubin Garden Tour (Mike)


The following were proposed for the Onion Award:

· Row houses at 51st and J Streets (Trish)

· Vacant lot at 3100 Folsom (Jim)

· Enterprise Cars at 65th and Folsom (Knight)

Everyone is asked to submit their writeups to Jim no later than Monday, May 14.  Jim will work with Paul and Rick to generate postcards and get them mailed to the membership for their votes.

5. As noted above, the $4,000 donation from Union Pacific is in the ESIA bank account.  The following ideas were raised by Board members for using the money (many of these items would cost more than $4,000, so that we could, at most, make a contribution towards achieving them):
· Donation to David Lubin School

· Refinishing the tables in the East Sacramento Room

· Renovating the decrepit restrooms in McKinley Park

· A new “welcome to East Sacramento” sign to be placed at the eastern entrance to the neighborhood

· A sign announcing upcoming events in McKinley Park

· Grants to school mentoring groups (e. g., for Sutter Middle School)

· Donation to the library in McKinley Park

It was MSC that Board members should review the list and be prepared to vote on disposition of the funds at our next meeting..

6. There was a brief discussion about whether or not to raise the ESIA dues.  With higher dues, ESIA could afford to upgrade its logo and print the newsletter in color.  There was also talk of upgrading the ESIA website, although most felt that the cost of a professional upgrade would be prohibitive.  Trish volunteered to obtain some cost information on color printing of a redesigned newsletter in time for our next meeting, at which we will again discuss whether or not to increase the dues.
7.
The discussion of the 50th Anniversary was postponed until the next meeting, when it is hoped that Linda Cook will be able to join us.
8. The following topics were discussed under new business:
· Jim presented information about the Peet’s Coffee that is planned for the old photography shop at 38th and J.  It will have a seating capacity of 12, which should require four dedicated parking spaces.  However, it appears that the City has waived this requirement.

· The projects at the Cannery, Mary Ann’s Bakery, and the Village (old Centrage site) all appear to be dead, at least for now.

· The housing complex at 65th and Folsom is almost complete, and will include some student housing for Sac State.

· Some Board members will be attending a meeting tomorrow (May 8) to review the apartment building being proposed to replace the housing to be demolished by the Mercy project.  (Two sketches of the building were circulated to the Board.)  In other project news, preparation of the DEIR is still in progress.

· There will be a NAG rummage sale on May 18 in the Hart Senior Center.  ESIA does not plan to operate a table at the sale.

· Mike distributed invitations to the David Lubin Student Art Show and Volunteer Recognition Reception on May 31.  He agreed to represent ESIA at the event.

· It was MSC to postpone discussion of a pledge by ESIA for money to help defray the costs of a possible lawsuit against the CALTRANS EIR until NAST makes a formal request.

9.
The meeting adjourned at 6:55 PM.
